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John 5.30-47








Prove It!!
John 5 is about EPISTEMOLOGY > 20 RMB Word = ‘how can I know God?’ 
1st Half of John 5 > MEANS > By what PATH can I GET TO GOD?

2nd Half John 5: OUR TEXT: Verification > How can I BE SURE of this PATH?
….in Jerusalem…a pool…called Bethesda…a multitude of invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. One man was there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years… 









John 5.2-5
PITIFUL PICTURE > Great Mass of SICK and INFIRMED > DESPERATE

// WOEFUL and HELPLESS Condition of ENTIRE HUMAN RACE 

LONG STANDING ILLNESS > 38 Years > LONG AGO GAVE UP HOPE 
Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” And at once the man was healed…Now that day was the Sabbath. So the Jews said to the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to take up your bed.” But he answered them, “The man who healed me, that man said to me, ‘Take up your bed, and walk.’” They asked him, “Who is the man…?” 













John 5.8-12

Familiar Pattern > MIRACLE leads to MESSAGE – Strong Claims of Jesus! 

KINDNESS of Jesus put Him on COLLISION COURSE with Jewish Leaders
Jews did NOT PROSECUTE Healed Man > PERSECUTED his HEALER 

1. Promise: Father saves through the Son
a. Claim about Self: He is God 

v. 18 Jesus…was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God. 
MANY Think > ALL Religions are EQUAL, EACH Leads us to GOD

All Religions – Except One – HOLY Men/Women > To Help YOU Find God

Christian Faith God comes to FIND US! – Totally UNLIKE Any Other Religion
1)  Power to Raise the Dead

v. 21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 

2) Authority to Judge

v. 22 the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son 

v. 27 And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. 
YOUTH GROUP – How is JESUS SAVIOR and JUDGE?

1st Coming > SALVATION – John 3.17

2nd Coming > JUDGMENT – Revelation > Return Carrying Rod of Iron

3) Worthy of Worship

v. 23 that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. 

b. Claim about Salvation: He is the only Way to God 

vs. 24-25 "I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. 

2. Proof: Father shows the Son
SCRIBES and PHARISEES > GOOD GUYS 1st C  Judaism
DRESSED so Everyone would RECOGNIZE THEM

PRAYED in LOUD VOICE so Everyone would HEAR THEM

When they GAVE OFFERINGS in TEMPLE Everyone SAW THEM

v. 39 You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life.

Who IS this JESUS Guy? DARE He make such CLAIMS!! Who NEEDS Him? 

JEWS convinced they SAVED THEMSELVES > Did NOT NEED a SAVIOR
FAR BETTER than ANYONE Else in ALL ISRAEL > In ALL the WORLD! 

Question is NOT Am I as GOOD AS MY NEIGHBOR?? > As Good as GOD!? 

They missed the major point of the law, it was not given to help them do better than others but to show them that no matter how well they did they could not do well enough to satisfy God…It is only when we compare ourselves with God that we realize the need for a work of redemption accomplished by a Savior who comes from God to lift us up to Himself. 



James Boice 

JESUS Now Lists PROOFS: He IS that Savior from God to TAKE US to God 

EVIDENCES IGNORED by Pharisees > DEAF EARS > Given to US NOW! 

v. 31 If I testify about myself, my testimony is not valid. > Tone of SARCASM? 

JESUS: So you IMPORTANT PEOPLE Must be THINKING > Who is HE?

What Seminary did he GRADUATE From? Who ORDAINED him? 

The Pharisees challenged him, "Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your testimony is not valid."




John 8.13

HE is Making AMAZING CLAIMS > Of Course, HE THINKS they’re VALID

But as this is Matter of LIFE and DEATH > Need MORE Witnesses

On the testimony of two or three witnesses a man shall be put to death, but no one shall be put to death on the testimony of only one witness.        Deuteronomy 17.6

v. 32 There is another who testifies in my favor, and I know that his testimony about me is valid. 

Jesus knows THEY’RE THINKING of BAPTIST > He is thinking of FATHER

FATHER who Sent ALL PROOFS of HIS SON > J. Baptist, Signs, Scriptures

v. 37 And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me.

a. Word of a Prophet 
vs. 33-35 33 "You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth. Not that I accept human testimony; but I mention it that you may be saved. John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light.”

Ch 1 John DENIES being THE Prophet > Promised by Moses, Greater than Mo.  

BUT He is A Prophet: GREATEST OT PROPHET, PRIVILEGE: Saw Messiah

JEWS had Basked in LIGHT of John’s Prophetic Ministry > Many HEARD him

There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 






John 1.6,7
NOW John LANGUISHED in Herod’s PRISON: Ignored Messenger & Message

If they came to JESUS whom John pointed to > They would BE SAVED
Whenever God raises up a spiritual leader who commands attention, there is always the danger of attracting people who want to bask in his popularity but not submit to his authority. 





Warren Wiersbe

b. Word in Pictures > John is the GOSPEL OF SIGNS > 7 Proofs of Jesus
Jesus RAISES THE BAR > from Earth to Heaven > from a man to GOD Himself

v. 36 "I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the very work that the Father has given me to finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father has sent me.”

WORK Here > Healing of an INVALID who had Not Walked for 38 Years

Should have GOTTEN their ATTENTION > and GAINED their RESPECT 

Do not believe me unless I do what my Father does. But if I do it, even though you do not believe me, believe the miracles, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father. 


John 10.37,38

SIGNS > Word PICTURES > God’s Works portray God’s WORDS

If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin…

If I had not done among them what no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin. 





John 15.22,24
SOME MISUNDERSTOOD Signs > Did NOT Lead them to FAITH

                        Ignore God’s Work > Ignorant of God’s Word
MIRACLE in Ch. 5 > HEALING of INVALID MAN > Provokes NO FAITH

Jesus came to Bethesda ALONE > Disciples did not SEE and BELIEVE

MAN himself NOT BELIEVER > His Greatest Loyalty to JEWISH LEADERS 

Jewish LEADERS do NOT BELIEVE > Miracle leads them to HATE JESUS 

WHY? > Reveals GREAT GRACE of God > Loves the Unlovable

HE Wants Us even when WE DO NOT WANT HIM

God Helps those who CANNOT Help Themselves

SIGNS > Tricky Things > Might Miss them Altogether
PHARAOAH’S Magicians DID SIGNS > Just like those MOSES DID!!
In REVELATION > False Prophet will do WONDERFUL MIRACLES

The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.
 2 Thessalonians 2.9-10
JESUS HIMSELF is THE SIGN > Reveals the FATHER Most Clearly

v. 37,38 You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent.
THREE TIMES in Gospels > Jesus HEARS the VOICE of His Father

Baptism by John > Mount of Transfiguration > Just before the Cross
Jesus is the VOICE AND the FORM of the FATHER

Jesus SPEAKS the Father’s WORDS and DOES the Father’s WORKS

One Night at 11 in KZ > Visit from 5 BIG GUYS Pounding on our DOOR

OPEN UP! We are the POLICE!! If you DO NOT OPEN > We’ll BREAK IN!

There was a MURDER CASE > Our APT. part of CRIME SOLUTION

Even though had WRONG Building Number & Telephone Number > NO Matter

Called Upstairs Neighbor who Got out of Bed: ‘these people are not murderers!’
Grey Haired Kazakh Man named Bakhytjan > WE ALL GOT BACK TO BED

RIGHT WITNESS Makes all the DIFFERENCE > btwn Murderer and a Mistake

All that Jesus does is nothing more and nothing less than what the Father gives him to do. The works he does are thus peculiarly divine: they are the works of God. Once this Father/Son relationship is grasped, everything Jesus does simultaneously attests who he is and who the Father is.
      D.A. Carson

c. Word in Print > Now Jesus calls STAR WITNESS > Unassailable PROOF
vs. 46,47  If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me.  But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say? 

WITNESS of the Bible > 1. DIVINE ORIGIN  2. PRIMARY PURPOSE
Last 200 years > BIBLE UNDER ATTACK > Critics INSIDE & Outside Church

BIBLE WEATHERED the STORM VERY WELL > Anchor Holds

NT > Gospel of John > Critics allege VERY GREEK in Style and Substance 

Can’t be from APOSTLE JOHN > Date pushed back FAR INTO 2nd Century

Papyrus found in Egypt > Establishes date of JOHN No Later than 125 A.D. 

Nothing can prove biblical infallibility – but modern discoveries lead in the direction of reliability – and they reveal nothing that is not compatible with the highest view of the Scriptures. 




James Boice 
v. 2 in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda, which has five roofed colonnades.
CRITICAL Scholars LAUGHED at this because of Modern Archeology

Found POOLS with very DIFFERENT Arrangement in Jerusalem

THEN Kept DIGGING Down and FOUND – Pool with FIVE Colonnades! 

OVER 100 YEARS AGO AN ANGLICAN BISHOP SAID 


Give me the plenary, verbal theory of biblical inspiration with all its difficulties, rather than doubt. I accept the difficulties and humbly wait for their solution. But while I wait, I am standing on the rock.



J.C. Ryle

3. Problem: Father known only through from Son
JEWS SOON be DONE w/ Jesus, SPEED BUMP on Road to Self-Righteousness 

v. 18 For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him

Few Minutes SERMON OVER You can Leave > LAST SERMON you’ll HEAR

Won’t have to BOTHER AGAIN with CHRISTIAN HYPOTHESIS of JESUS

PROBLEM > This MAY BE the LAST CHANCE > miss Jesus, miss Everything

The LIFE He offers is ONLY LIFE THERE IS > only alternative is DEATH

v. 23 He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him. 

v. 43 I have come in my Father's name, and you do not accept me
Because of His RESURRECTION > Can’t DO AWAY with JESUS 

a. Head > Jews missed the VERY THEME of the Bible > Jesus
vs. 39,40 You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life. 

HIGH REGARD for Bible > But they MISSED the PURPOSE of the BIBLE 

HIGH REGARD for DETAILS of Bible > MISSED TRUTHS Contained Inside

PROBLEM > Regarded SCRIPTURES and NOT GOD as SOURCE of LIFE 
Does STUDY of God’s Word give us a BIG HEAD or a BURNING HEART? 
METICULOUS CARE for Scriptures > HUMAN REASON have Accurate OT

MEMORIZED Long Portions  > DETAILED Knowledge of Every SYLLABLE

COUNTED Words and Letters > Knew HOW MANY were on EACH PAGE 

More Torah more life…whoso has gained for himself words of Torah has gained for himself the life of the world to come



Rabbi Hillel 

They REGARDED Scripture as END in ITSELF > Did not See it Pointed to God

LUTHER > Bible is like CRADLE Holding Baby Jesus > COME SEE JESUS! 

So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. 






Galatians 3.24

b. Haughty  Fundamental FAILURE valued Praise of Men above Praise of God 

vs. 41,44 "I do not accept praise from men, but I know you…How can you believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the only God?

RELIGION based on HUMAN MERIT Naturally leads to HUMAN PRAISE 

The world’s resistance to God is based on its imagined security, which reaches its highest and most subversive form in religion and thus, for the Jews in their pattern of life based on Scripture. Their ‘searching’ in the Scripture makes them deaf to Jesus’ word. 







R. Bultmann

FAITH & REPENTANCE: Rightly gives PRAISE to God who Alone is Worthy

Jesus came to SAVE not to CONDEMN v. 45 "But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set.”

Some JEWS: Moses Lives as MEDIATING INTERCESSOR > their Savior

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO FULLY KEEP Demands of LAW > Moses is JUDGE
Cursed is the man who does not uphold the words of this law by carrying them out. 







Deuteronomy 27.26
For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. 




James 2.10

FOLLY to IMAGINE Anyone Could KEEP IT, Law EXPOSES our FAILURES

c. Heart  v. 42  I know that you do not have the love of God in your hearts.
PROBLEM is NOT LACK of INFORMATION > Even ‘so called’ Enemy Sees: 

Nicodemus: “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him"John 3.2

They LOVED the Word of God but did NOT LOVE the GOD of the WORD

Lack of love always has a blinding effect. It was not lack of evidence but lack of love which caused these men to reject Christ.     

William Hendriksen
HEART of the PROBLEM is the PROBLEM of the HEART!
SABBATH became PRISON HOUSE of Regulations and Restrictions

Law of Moses > CANNOT JOURNEY on Sabbath

Jews > CALCULATED anything less than 1000 yards NOT JOURNEY

Put Rope across end of Street > then Whole Street = One House

Person could LEGALLY walk 1000 yards PAST End of Street / House

LONGER JOURNEY NEEDED? Take meal to some place before Friday Night

Walk There ON SABBATH > Eat Meal in NEW HOME > Go 1000 yds MORE 

Walking on Sabbath > SPIT on Ground > IS IT WORK?? Where did it Land? 

On DIRT? Then WORK = PLOWING / On ROCK? NOT Work > Not Plowing 

Sabbath RIGHTEOUSNESS depended on the DIRECTION of your SPIT

JEWS OF JERUSALEM BIGGEST Sabbath Challenge > KILLING JESUS

PASSOVER > Most Holy Day on Jewish Calendar

Wanted to Kill Jesus WITHOUT Defiling Themselves > to Keep Passover

TRIAL AT NIGHT > Technically ILLEGAL

(BUT Not Keeping the Passover was MORE ILLEGAL > Have Night Trial)

OFFICIAL TRIAL BY DAY > Very EARLY MORNING HOURS

APPROACH to Roman Governor Pilate > BUT STAY OUTSIDE

(Do NOT be DEFILED by actually ENTERING PILATE’S QUARTERS!)

EXECUTION > Done by Romans > Everything must be OVER BY NOON

PLENTY of Time to GO and WORSHIP Jehovah!

So they marched along the little path of their own regulations. When it was necessary they stepped out just enough to murder God. Then they stepped back in and went on with their own formalism. 



James Boice

NOT JUST A PROBLEM OF ANCIENT HEBREWS also Modern Christians 

FAMILY BIBLE in PROMINENT POSITION in MANY HOMES 

Has MORE MAGIC than MEANING > to BE Seen rather than SEEN INTO  

Keep ‘spirits’ Out > Instead of Reading with Faith & Inviting HOLY Spirit In  

Latest Craze > Get LATEST, MOST TRENDY Version of Bible // CELL Phones 
Never So MANY Study Bibles Available – Many Xtians FAIL to Study Bible!  
There is absolutely no need for another English translation in our day. We have all varieties. Any taste can be satisfied. Perhaps much of our current interest is translations is traceable to the publishers who encourage our interest in them for commercial purposes…I believe the immense amounts of efforts expended  on producing (English) translations would be far better spent in getting the Bible into the languages of people who have not yet seen even one translation of the Scriptures.






James Boice (1985) 

When we DARE JESUS to PROVE IT! Watch Out! He might Just DO It? 

Then the Ball is in YOUR COURT > Time for You to COME to Him! 
A true understanding of Scripture will lead us into the arms of Jesus. Mark Johnston 
*****************

John 5:30-47
30 “I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because I seek not my own will but the will of him who sent me. 31 If I alone bear witness about myself, my testimony is not deemed true. 32 There is another who bears witness about me, and I know that the testimony that he bears about me is true. 33 You sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth. 34 Not that the testimony that I receive is from man, but I say these things so that you may be saved. 35 He was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. 36 But the testimony that I have is greater than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me to accomplish, the very works that I am doing, bear witness about me that the Father has sent me. 37 And the Father who sent me has himself borne witness about me. His voice you have never heard, his form you have never seen, 38 and you do not have his word abiding in you, for you do not believe the one whom he has sent. 39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life. 41 I do not receive glory from people. 42 But I know that you do not have the love of God within you. 43 I have come in my Father's name, and you do not receive me. If another comes in his own name, you will receive him. 44 How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and do not seek the glory that comes from the only God? 45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There is one who accuses you: Moses, on whom you have set your hope. 46 For if you believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me. 47 But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe my words?” 
Faith in John > Responses to Faithful Witnesses

	  John the Baptist
	1.7,34 “He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe… I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God."

	  Jesus’ Words


	3.11 “I tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony.”

	  Jesus’ Works


	5.36 "I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the very work that the Father has given me to finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father has sent me.”

	      the Father
	5.37 “the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me.”

	 the Scriptures
	5.39  “These are the Scriptures that testify about me”

	      Moses
	5.46 “If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me.”  

	   other people
	4.39 “Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony”

	  the Holy Spirit
	15.26 “the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.” 

	    the Disciples


	15.27 “And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.”

	John the Apostle
	19.35 “The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe.”


